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The Australian Government has introduced an International COVID-19 
Vaccination Certificate (ICVC) for outbound travellers.

• The certificate meets the new global standard specified by the International Civil 
Aviation Organization (ICAO) and endorsed by the World Health Organization.

• The certificate uses Visible Digital Seal (VDS) technology in the form of a QR code 
that is secure as a passport chip and can be digitally authenticated in the same way 
as a passport.

• The QR code can be read by passport control systems at borders around the world 
and will in due course be readable by COVID-19 travel apps such as the IATA 
TravelPass that many airlines are using.

• The certificate includes the holder’s passport number as well as all the necessary 
vaccination details specified in the global standard, including the vaccine batch 
number.

• COVID-19 vaccination details are extracted from the Australian Immunisation 
Register, a national register that can only be updated by authorised health 
professionals.





Existing passport readers can read and authenticate ICVCs with minor 
software updates. Australia is working with vendors to implement these 
updates. 

For border authorities or others seeking to read ICVCs without passport 
readers the Australian Passport Office has developed a smartphone app.

The VDS-NC Checker app is 

available in the Apple app store 

and Google Play



The app uses ICAO Public Key Infrastructure (PKI) to authenticate whether 
the QR code on the certificate is a genuine Visible Digital Seal written by 
Australian authorities.

If it is genuine, then the QR code 

is an authentic ICVC and the app 

displays the most important 

information from the certificate, 

including the holder’s biodata 
and COVID-19 immunisations. 



The app uses ICAO Public Key Infrastructure (PKI) to authenticate whether 
the QR code on the certificate is a genuine Visible Digital Seal written by 
Australian authorities.

If the QR code is not authentic 

the app displays a message to 

that effect:



About the app

Is the app just for Australian certificates? 

While the initial release authenticates vaccination certificates issued by 
Australia, future updates will authenticate VDSs issued by all other VDS 
issuing countries. 

Does the app tell me if a person is fully vaccinated? 

No, it shows the vaccination history. That’s how the VDS standard is meant to 
work. It leaves decisions in the hands of inspecting authorities in the receiving 
state, not the issuing state. 

What about privacy? 

The app has very strong privacy restrictions. It collects no personal 
information – there’s no login or password. And the app doesn’t store or 
transmit any of the information it reads from ICVCs. 



Requesting an ICVC

Requesting an international certificate is easy and free through myGov, the 

Medicare Express Plus app, or by contacting Services Australia. 

https://my.gov.au/LoginServices/main/login?execution=e1s1


As part of Australia’s National Transition Plan, Australia’s international 
border will commence reopening in November. Inbound passenger limits 
will be removed for vaccinated Australians and a broader range of modified 
and reduced quarantine arrangements will be made available.



Passengers travelling to Australia once the border reopens will provide their 
International COVID-19 Vaccination Certificate to prove their status as fully 
vaccinated.

• Travellers vaccinated overseas who travel to Australia will present a foreign-
issued vaccination certificate.

• Most foreign vaccination certificate formats will be acceptable.

• Certificates will need to be in English or accompanied by a certified 
translation.

• Travellers will have to have received vaccines approved or recognised by 
Australia’s Therapeutic Goods Administration.



Visible Digital Seal Taskforce
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